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Businesses along the Drag 
are posting signs outside their 
storefronts which ban the open 
carry of firearms in an effort to 
appeal to customers dissatis-
fied with a new Texas gun law.
On Jan. 1, House Bill 910, 
approved by the legislature 
over the summer, took ef-
fect, allowing any Texas gun 
owner with a concealed hand-
gun license to begin openly 
carrying firearms in a hip or 
shoulder holster.
Since open carry has taken 
effect, several popular busi-
nesses along the Drag — in-
cluding Chipotle, Torchy’s, 
Kerbey Lane Cafe and Austin’s 
Pizza — have opted out of the 
new law. 
While any business making 
more than 51 percent of their 
sales from alcohol purchases, 
such as The Local, are already 
exempt from the open carry 
law’s effects, other businesses 
along the Drag have either re-
mained neutral on putting out 
signs or have decided not to do 
so until complications arise.
“If it becomes an issue in the 
future, I will definitely make 
sure that my staff and my cli-
ents are protected in the best 
way necessary,” Jennifer Mat-
year, owner of Jenn’s Copy and 
Binding, said. “At the moment, 
I have full faith in our system 
and believe that we have a 
peaceful community, and I 
don’t see this being an issue.”
While also reaching out to 
open carry supporters, busi-
ness owners at some of these 
restaurants and businesses 
along the Drag argue that 
having a few customers walk 
in while openly carrying a 
Supporters of Uber and 
Lyft services are one step 
closer to forcing Austin City 
Council to reconsider regu-
lations set to go into effect 
Feb. 1 after collecting more 
than three times the re-
quired number of signatures 
needed to bring the issue to 
a vote.
In December, coun-
cil members approved 
increased regulations 
— including fingerprint 
background checks — on 
ride-hailing companies, sim-
ilar to those followed by tax-
is. The council, in response 
to threats by Uber and Lyft 
to leave the city, offered a 
compromise by establishing 
benchmarks that require 99 
percent of each company’s 
drivers to be fingerprinted 
by Feb. 2017, without yet 
specifying any penalties.
Ridesharing Works for 
Austin, the group who or-
ganized the petition drive, 
announced Tuesday morn-
ing at City Hall they had sur-
passed their goal of around 
30,000 petitioners by getting 
65,103 Austinites to sign. If 
council members decide not 
to vote on and approve the 
petition’s changes, then Aus-
tin voters will get the chance 
to vote on regulations May 7.
“The petition was a reac-
tion to recent rules passed by 
the city council that would 
have put onerous rules on 
the ride-sharing companies, 
including mandatory finger-
prints, that we believe would 
drive those companies out of 
town,” Caroline Joiner, Ride-
sharing Works for Austin 
treasurer, said.
For now, supporters of 
the ride-hailing companies 
will have to wait while the 
city clerk attempts to vali-
date at least 20,000 petition 
Wednesday night started 
poorly for Texas in Morgan-
town, West Virginia.
The Longhorns had to re-
ceive a police escort and got to 
WVU Coliseum just 23 min-
utes before tipoff due to weath-
er conditions, according to the 
Austin American-Statesman.
The end result, though, 
is what Texas came for — a 
56-49 road win over No. 6 
West Virginia.
Neither team looked like it 
had much of a chance to warm 
up in the first half. The first 
20 minutes were slow-paced, 
with neither team cracking 30 
points by halftime. Texas, how-
ever, ended the first half shoot-
ing 42.1 percent from the field 
to take a 28-25 halftime lead.
West Virginia, meanwhile, 
made 9-of-32 shots in the 
first half but outrebounded 
Texas 29-16. The Longhorns 
could have built on their lead 
but missed 7-of-15 first-half 
free throws.
But the Longhorns looked 
all warmed up in the second 
The University opened 
its first completely silent 
study space on Wednesday 
in response to students dis-
satisfied with UT Libraries’ 
quiet spaces. 
After receiving input from 
graduate students and staff 
on what would best help 
them with their studies, or-
ganizers said the Scholars 
Commons — located on the 
entry level of the PCL — will 
create a space encouraging a 
research-friendly atmosphere 
for students needing to finish 
their work. 
“Whereas we have all these 
other spaces around PCL that 
are sort of noisy and boister-
ous, this one’s going to be 
much more reserved and 
quiet for serious scholarship 
and scholarly study,” said Tra-
vis Willmann, UT Libraries 
communications officer.
Although the Scholars 
Commons is open to all 
current students, Willmann 
said UT Libraries expects 
the space to primarily serve 
graduate students working on 
research.
Aside from the open com-
mons area for studying, stu-
dents will also find a computer 
lab with programs, including 
data analysis software such 
as Tableau Public and Stata/
MP on 15 iMacs. Organizers 
said the lab will also be open 
to current students in need of 
specialized software.
“The pockets of access to 
the software we’re providing 
access to are scattered across 
campus and sometimes 
by department affiliation,” 
Jenifer Flaxbart, research 
and liaison services librar-
ian for UT Libraries, said. 
“Here, anyone with a cur-
rent student or staff mem-
ber ID can come and access 
those software programs on 
the computers.”
Graduate students will 
have the opportunity to have 
their works and curations 
showcased from time to time 
in a small exhibit area near the 
commons’ entrance, which is 
currently showcasing a work 
titled “The Scholarly Voice 
Through Geology and Art” 
from the Department of Art 
and Art History. 
The Moody Bridge will soon 
be complete after months of 
construction come to a close.
Laurie Lentz, communica-
tions manager for University 
operations, said the 10-foot 
wide and 300-foot long bridge 
connecting the Belo Center for 
New Media and the Jesse H. 
Jones Communication Cen-
ter is expected to be finished 
on Feb. 26. While construc-
tion initially began during the 
summer of 2015, Lentz said 
construction on the actual 
bridge started Dec. 21. 
“Quite a bit of the work was 
done during the break on pur-
pose to have as little impact on 
the campus as possible during 
the construction,” Lentz said.
Although construction 
workers already installed two 
spans over winter break and 
have completed a large por-
tion of the bridge, construc-
tion will still impact Dean 
Keaton Street through the 
next month.
According to an email from 
Parking and Transportation 
Services, the westbound lanes 
will be closed from Jan. 22–23 
for concrete pouring, which 
will detour traffic for those en 
route to Guadalupe Street.
After these lanes reopen, 
the eastbound lanes will close 
from Jan. 25–26 for concrete 
pouring, which will detour 
traffic en route to Dean Keeton 
Street. This detour will also 
affect the Communication 
Center Building A (CMA) 
parking garage.
Traffic will be delayed dur-
ing these times, and another 
set of detours will occur in 
early February, according to 
the email.
“The goal was to have at 
least one side of Dean Keeton 
open at all times, moving back 
and forth between closures on 
the west side and closures on 
the east side,” Lentz said.
Radio-television-film ju-
nior Promise Jones said she 
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firearm could scare off poten-
tial business.
“We serve customers from 
all walks of life at more than 
780 locations, 24 hours a day, in 
10 states, and we’re known for 
a family friendly atmosphere 
that customers have come to 
expect from us,” Whataburger 
President Preston Atkinson 
said in a June 2015 press re-
lease. “We have a responsi-
bility to make sure everyone 
who walks into our restaurants 
feels comfortable.”
While honoring existing 
“gun-free zones” on govern-
ment property, the law also 
allows business owners to 
opt out of the law by post-
ing two signs in Spanish and 
English outside the storefront 
referencing section 30.07 of 
the penal code, which deals 
with the trespass of licensed 
firearms carriers.
Sociology freshman Jere-
mey Gabreleski, who recently 
dined at a business opting out 
of the new law, said he be-
lieves businesses should not 
feel worried about scaring off 
potential customers or about 
being robbed.
“If somebody [came] in 
thinking of robbing a restau-
rant, they would see much 
more people with open carry,” 
Gabreleski said. “That’s a de-
terrent for committing a crime 
because there’s so much more 
risk added to it.”
While businesses through-
out Austin are worried about 
the new law’s effects on poten-
tial business, students are split 
on whether the potential for 
open carry makes them more 
or less likely to enter a business.
English junior Emily Dixon 
said she believes the open 
carry law could potentially be 
dangerous for customers be-
cause the high population of 
homeless and loiterers along 
the Drag may lead to increased 
thefts and accidents.
“The shops along the Drag 
tend to be small and crowded,” 
Dixon said. “Even if a gun is 
not loaded, should it acciden-
tally go off in such tight quar-
ters, people could get hurt.”
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signatures, the number re-
quired to bring any issue to 
voters on the ballot. 
If council members vote to 
adopt the petition’s ordinance, 
then city code dealing with 
ride-hailing companies would 
revert back to the existing 
language that had few regu-
lations, approved by the pre-
vious council under Former 
Mayor Lee Leffingwell.
Speaking at a press confer-
ence on Jan. 19, Mayor Steve 
Adler suggested using incen-
tives to push drivers to get 
fingerprinted, with a third-
party organization validat-
ing the driver’s background 
information. Adler said he 
believes this could poten-
tially break the impasse be-
tween council members and 
ride-hailing companies.
“Ultimately, the goal is not 
to have an optional system; 
the goal is to actually drive 
and deliver the meaningful 
choice of fingerprinted drivers 
for those people in our com-
munity who would feel safer 
that way,” Adler said. “I think 
it’s important we have Uber 
operating at scale in this city.”
Opponents of the ordi-
nance approved in December 
argue that the city benefits 
from ride-hailing companies 
as they provide late night, 
cost-effective alternatives to 
drunken driving or calling a 
taxi, while supporters argue 
the ordinance ensures drivers 
and riders are safe when or-
dering services.
“I think it’s a good idea 
to subject Uber drivers to 
background checks,” Plan 
II and government junior 
Shanthini Kumar said. “If 
something does happen or a 
[rider] is put in a dangerous 
situation for whatever reason, 
there is some filter present 
for accountability.” 
Once the city clerk has 
validated the required num-
ber of signatures, council 
members will then have only 
10 days to make their deci-
sion to put the issue on the 
May 7 ballot or approve the 
petitioned ordinance. Ride-
sharing Works for Austin is 
confident Uber and Lyft will 
remain in Austin despite the 
council’s decision.
“I believe this is a mandate 
to the City Council and to 
the mayor to adopt the ordi-
nance we put forward,” Joiner 
said. “For organizational pur-
poses, we have 60,000 people 
whose names we have to turn 
out to vote, and I think be-
tween now and May our sup-
port will continue to grow.”
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is looking forward to having 
easier access between the two 
communication buildings 
when the bridge opens.
“I think it’s great that we 
can walk right from BMC to 
CMA,” Jones said. “Especial-
ly if you have a lot of com-
munications classes between 
these buildings.”
The bridge, composed 
of concrete and steel, will 
also implement several 
safety features including 
lighting, guardrails and 
wheelchair accessibility.
While bad weather could 
potentially delay the bridge’s 
opening, Lentz said the proj-
ect is still on track to open 
on time.
Public relations sophomore 
Lily Allen said she is looking 
forward to using the bridge 
because she thinks it will al-
leviate waiting for an extend-
ed amount of time to cross 
the street between the two 
communications buildings.
“If you have a class fur-
ther away, which I tend to 
have a lot of, waiting for 
the lights can really screw 
you up sometimes,” Al-
len said. “So [the Moody 
Bridge] is another traffic 
pattern you can kind of 
avoid lights on.”
SKY BRIDGE
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Researchers at the Cock-
rell School of Engineer-
ing have developed a 
lithographic pen to better 
manipulate nanoparticles. 
The project, headed by me-
chanical engineering assistant 
professor Yuebing Zheng, was 
developed on campus at the 
Engineering Teaching Center. 
Aimed at improving the ease 
of building nanotechnology, 
the lithographic pen will allow 
researchers to freely arrange 
nanoparticles. The project is 
similar in concept to using a 
normal ink pen, Zheng said.
“We named [the project] 
bubble pen lithography,” Zheng 
said. “It’s just like how we use 
a pen to write with ink on pa-
per, and here, instead of using a 
physical pen, we’re using a met-
al beam as a pen. Instead of ink, 
we use particles in the solution.”
The pen has many potential 
real life applications in various 
scientific fields, Zheng said.
“This pen is a very impor-
tant tool to write those particles 
in a specific pattern,” Zheng 
said. “An everyday example 
would be if we could arrange 
those biological cells in a 
specific way so these cells can 
interact between each other — 
stem cells, for example. We can 
change those arrangements of 
the cells into organs like hearts, 
lungs, so this will change how 
we can arrange these cells in a 
specific way.” 
Postdoctoral fellow Lin-
han Lin, who also worked on 
the project, said the particles 
are gathered by generating 
a bubble. 
“The microbubble causes 
a strong convective flow to 
collect the nanoparticles to-
ward its surface and trap the 
particles by a couple of forces, 
like surface tension, gas pres-
sure and convective drag 
force,” Lin said in an email. “It 
took us six months to develop 
this technique.” 
Lin said that while there 
are a couple of advanced tech-
niques for the patterning and 
fabrication of nanomaterials 
and nanodevices, there aren’t 
many ways to pattern the 
nanoparticles using a wet solu-
tion on a solid material.
“Our technique, bubble pen 
lithography, fills this gap very 
well,” Lin said. “The bubble 
pen can be utilized for build-
ing functional devices for mi-
croelectronics or nanophoton-
ics, fabricating ultrafast light 
source and patterning biologi-
cal cells.”
Electrical engineering senior 
Charlie Gao said that this pen 
could set a precedent for the fu-
ture of nanotechnology, partic-
ularly if it could lower the cost 
of nanotechnology production 
below an acceptable threshold.
“Once the bubble pen tech-
nology becomes mobile, the 
new exciting possibilities for 
on-the-read nanoproduc-
tion prototyping and produc-
tion will become tangible,” 
Gao said.
A UT student created a 
model for 3-D printed shoes, 
made of lab-grown leather, 
that could perfectly fit an in-
dividual’s feet.
Textiles and apparel senior 
Avani Patel’s innovative shoe 
concept won the Geoffrey 
Beene YMA Fashion Schol-
arship Fund competition in 
January. The national compe-
tition is judged by a panel of 
top executives in the fashion 
industry. This year, the chal-
lenge was to design a prod-
uct that embodied a sustain-
able theme and involved 3-D 
printing. Students received 
the prompt last April and 
had six months to complete 
their design.
“I was the first person 
from UT [to compete for the 
award],” Patel said. “There was 
no precedent for me. I had no 
idea what the bar was.”
Patel was the first UT repre-
sentative because the Univer-
sity became a YMA member 
institution only two years ago. 
To be eligible for the $30,000 
Geoffrey Beene competition, 
students must have received 
the $5,000 scholarship the 
year before, according to Nan-
cy Prideaux, senior lecturer 
in the department of textiles 
and apparel. Last January, 
Patel was the recipient of the 
$5,000 award.
“We were the second uni-
versity in Texas to be invited,” 
Prideaux said. “It’s a very 
prestigious group of univer-
sities and colleges. To be in-
vited to join really elevates 
our program.” 
Patel’s case study involved 
additional aspects such as or-
thopedic foot scanners and 
research into shock absorption. 
“3-D printing wasn’t the 
only thing in my project,” Pa-
tel said. “It was a bit like ‘Shark 
Tank.’ It was basically a busi-
ness pitch with a financial 
introduction plan, concept 
board, process board, cus-
tomer profile, etc. We were 
pretending these were actual 
potential investors.” 
Sara Stewart Stevens, lec-
turer in the department of 
textiles and apparel, said she 
was not surprised Patel’s case 
study was a winner.
“I think it’s the idea paired 
with Avani’s dedication, thor-
ough examination of the topic 
and the industry, and where 
her idea fits in the industry 
that makes it such a winning 
idea,” Stevens said. “It’s timely. 
It’s applicable. It’s doable. And 
it was well executed.”
Prideaux said she hopes 
more students will take ad-
vantage of opportunities 
like this to network with 
top executives and win 
scholarship money.
“There’s so many people in 
the industry that want to play 
a role in the students’ success, 
and the YMA is just one ex-
ample of many,” Prideaux said. 
“It’s almost as if they’re look-
ing at this as a way to replace 
themselves, which is really 
wonderful to see.”
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Avani Patel won 
a national fash-
ion competition 
for her invention 
of a model for 
3-D-printed leath-
er shoes. Patel 
won $30,000 
for winning the 
competition.
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
UT engineering researchers 
develop new lithographic tool
By Nancy Huang
@bana_nancy
Zoe Fu | Daily Texan Staff
Students and faculty explore the new Scholar Commons in the PCL on Wednesday afternoon. 
Scholar Commons is a pilot initiative that has study areas, resources and a Graduate Landing Spot. 
Chancellor reveals cost of 
possible Houston expansion, 
said it’s “years” away from 
breaking ground.
Chancellor William McRa-
ven revealed to lawmakers 
Wednesday the total cost of the 
UT System’s planned expan-
sion into Houston: $15 million 
a year for the next 30 years.
The System purchased 
the first portion of the land 
Friday as part of a larger plan 
to purchase a total of 300 acres 
in Houston to build a campus 
there. The expansion has come 
under criticism from lawmak-
ers because of concerns about 
inhibiting the growth efforts of 
existing Houston-based insti-
tutions such as Rice University, 
the University of Houston and 
Texas Southern University.
When speaking with law-
makers, McRaven emphasized 
the benefits to the state of ex-
panding into Houston and 
said the System was years away 
from breaking ground on a 
new campus in Houston.
“Our goal is to build some-
thing that will bring the best 
talent to the city for collabora-
tion and innovation,” McRaven 
said, according to the Texas 
Tribune. “We want to astound 
people with our boldness. And 
we are beginning with a blank 
canvas … We are only limited 
by our drive, our imagination 
and our courage to challenge 
conventional wisdom.”
McRaven is expected to ad-
dress the Texas Higher Edu-
cation Coordinating Board 
tomorrow on the possible 
Houston expansion.
—Caleb Wong
Chancellor reveals cost 
of possible Houston 
expansion
NEWS BRIEFLY
“I imagine that [exhibits] 
will be ... a mix of artifacts, 
including print materials, 
scanned items and works of 
art that provide a visual repre-
sentation from any discipline 
at the graduate or faculty lev-
el,” Flaxbart said.
The Scholars Commons 
also features non-silent meet-
ing rooms and study areas 
solely for graduate students 
in an effort to promote col-
laboration on assignments 
across all departments and 
schools at the University, 
Willmann said.
Ellen Murray Coonrod, art 
education graduate student, 
said she was excited to see 
how the commons, especially 
the graduate student area, 
would incentivize collabora-
tion among students.
“There’s so few opportuni-
ties for class division and col-
laboration across the schools, 
and I think this could be a 
potential instigator for that,” 
Murray Coonrod said.
SCHOLAR
continues from page 1
It’s just like how we 
use a pen to write 
with ink on paper, and 
here, instead of using 
a physical pen, we’re 
using a metal beam as 
a pen. Instead of ink, 




As a Canadian citizen and decent hu-
man being, I am pleased to no end that 
Ted Cruz renounced his Canadian citizen-
ship in 2014. In a somewhat unfortunate 
twist, this action virtually guaranteed that 
he is eligible to run for president. It is not 
problematic in itself that Cruz is eligible. 
Instead, the conversation is emblematic of 
the Republican party’s refusal to effectively 
tackle citizenship and immigration issues.
Donald Trump is, rather notoriously, 
one of the worst offenders. Facts elude 
him yet again when he questions Cruz’s 
citizenship and eligibility. The Congres-
sional Research Service concluded he is 
eligible to run, and many high-profile le-
gal scholars agreed. Trump is deliberately 
ignoring the truth for political gain.
The issue extends beyond Trump, how-
ever. Several other leaders within the 
party, John McCain and Rand Paul among 
them, joined Trump in questioning Cruz’s 
eligibility. When Trump ignores facts, it is 
easy to interpret this as a personal issue. 
But, when one-third of the party does, as 
a recent Monmouth University poll indi-
cated, it shows an institutional problem.
These intentional misinterpretations 
prove problematic in more ways than one. 
When Republicans call for undocumented 
immigrants to “get in line” or “obey the 
law” to enter the country, they craft a false 
image that the line is the same for all im-
migrants. The green card quota systen 
which allows individuals into the country 
discriminates based on where they come 
from, even after adjusting for skills and ed-
ucation. The line can be well over a decade 
shorter for Canadian workers than it is for 
people from Mexico.
The policy effects of this discrimination 
are immediate. Those lines can take up to 
20 years for individuals to legally immi-
grate to the U.S. For many, a line that long 
is not worth the wait. If these candidates 
are serious about reform, they need to pri-
oritize fixing these discriminatory prac-
tices. Before demonizing immigrants for 
crossing the border, politicians must make 
waiting in line a viable option.
Beyond willfully misinterpreting the 
problems, Trump and Cruz have obscured 
what kind of solutions are within their 
power. Trump’s suggestion to register all 
Muslims with the government and ban 
Muslim immigration are both certainly 
unconstitutional. Cruz’s solutions are no 
better. Last year, he argued he would elim-
inate birthright citizenship, despite saying 
doing so would be impossible in 2011.
The Republican party has no obligation to 
be antagonistic to immigrants, nor should 
it be. During the summer of 2013, former 
President George W. Bush was the one to 
give my mother her naturalization certifi-
cate in a ceremony at his presidential library. 
That day, he spoke on the value that immi-
grants bring to the United States and the 
need to reform our immigration system.
“We must remember that the vast ma-
jority of immigrants are decent people 
who work hard, and support their families, 
and practice their faith and lead respon-
sible lives,” Bush said.
In the Republican National Committee’s 
analysis of its losses in 2012, it concluded 
that considerate, moderate views, like 
Bush’s, are exactly what it needed. Instead, 
zealots derailing the conversation have kept 
the party from making progress. If voters 
truly care about fixing immigration issues, 
they need to ask the right questions, and 
they deserve candidates committed to real 
solutions in return.
Chase is an economics and Plan II junior 
from Winnipeg, Canada.
After my first time watching the movie 
“The Social Network,” I remember one 
thing: I wanted to start a business. The 
movie depicted a young Mark Zucker-
berg working out of his dorm and creat-
ing one of the greatest technology com-
panies that exists today — Facebook. 
“Startup” has been a buzzword for many 
years now, and it’s often associated with 
progress, technology and wealth. Unfor-
tunately, translating the dramatic success 
within the movie to reality may not be as 
easy as it appears. 
In the movie, Mark Zuckerberg had a 
friend named Eduardo Saverin who pro-
vided Zuckerberg with thousands of dol-
lars to get Facebook off of the ground and 
running. The problem is most students do 
not have a friend who can casually provide 
them thousands of dollars of seed invest-
ment. The solution? Student-run venture 
capital firms.
The relationship between venture capi-
tal firms, a pooled fund of money that is 
used to invest in startup companies, and 
startups themselves is crucial to success. A 
company pitches their ideas to a VC firm, 
which can then choose to invest in the 
company for a piece of equity.
The issue of not having initial invest-
ment occurs when startups need a small 
amount of money to create a product. 
Often it costs money to make money, and 
many students just don’t have the capital 
to create a product, even if the product is 
revolutionary. This is when a student VC 
firm comes into play. 
A student VC is a venture capital firm 
run by students, for students. Rather than 
making multimillion-dollar investments, a 
student VC firm would make smaller-scale 
investments between $5,000 to $25,000. 
This allows more startups to emerge be-
cause the startups would have the capital 
to push or develop their product.
This model is unique to a student VC be-
cause the model for a traditional VC func-
tions on getting a huge return on invest-
ment and actually making money. Making 
tiny investments doesn’t make sense for 
them because they get a negligible return 
on investment, if any. A student VC, how-
ever, isn’t focused on getting a return on 
investment but rather propping up com-
panies and giving opportunity to students. 
It’s extremely important that universities 
start employing this model because it al-
lows entrepreneurship to be fostered. The 
University of Texas is ideal for such a mod-
el because of our city’s technology-centric 
model. One initiative has manifested at 
UT in the form of the Discovery Fund. The 
program is a proposed student-run VC 
firm here on campus. While the program 
hasn’t officially launched yet, its arrival will 
expedite the progress of our institution 
rapidly. With programs such as the Long-
horn Startup Lab, Freshman Founders and 
HackTX, UT is on track to become one of 
the most innovative, disruptive universi-
ties in the world.
Syed is a biochemistry freshman from 
Houston.
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Student venture capitalism 
will advance our world
Oscars must be more diverse
ONLINE
Our commentary doesn’t stop on 
the page. For more of our thoughts 
on the issues of the day, check out 
our blog, A Matter of Opinion, at 
dailytexanonline.com.
And the Oscar for the least diverse 
awards ceremony goes to … well, you can 
probably guess.
After Academy Award nominations 
were announced Thursday, it was quickly 
noticed that no minorities were nominat-
ed in any of the acting categories — for 
the second year running. There has also 
been a lack of female nominees for “be-
hind the camera” categories — with the 
worst offender being the Best Director 
award, which hasn’t had a female win-
ner since 2010. Last year’s lack of diver-
sity met especially vocal opposition, and 
many hoped that the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences would change 
direction for the 2016 ceremony. Obvi-
ously, it did not.
This year’s nominations show just how 
out of touch the Oscars are with today’s 
films and filmmakers. Just four years ago, 
94 percent of the voting members of the 
Academy were white, and 77 percent were 
male. Black and Latino members made up 
a combined 4 percent of the voters. In June 
2015, the Academy invited 322 people to 
become members, including a larger num-
ber of minorities and women. However, 
even in a year with critically acclaimed 
films like “Creed,” “Carol” and “Beasts of 
No Nation,” the nominations remained 
disappointingly predictable.
When a voting body made up of mostly 
white men casts its votes for movies like 
“The Martian” and “The Revenant” over 
films like the aforementioned “Creed” 
and “Carol,” stale safety glosses over great 
films featuring mostly minority and fe-
male casts. This makes the increasingly 
diverse voting body into mere lip service 
for progress. The Academy has attempted 
to boost its flagging TV ratings in recent 
years by recognizing popular movies like 
“Inception” and “Les Misérables.” If it re-
ally wants to draw in audiences, it should 
honor movies that feature more minorities 
and women and deviate from what has be-
come standard Oscar fare over the years.
More diverse Oscar nominations would 
probably not change the world in any 
earthshaking way. However, they would 
allow movie audiences that do not look 
like your usual Academy voter to see sto-
ries that represent and cater to them, and 
they would allow the Academy to finally 
move into the 21st century. Most impor-
tantly, they would allow the Oscars to 
look like a true celebration of film rather 
than a celebration of the achievements of 
white men.
Dolan is a journalism sophomore from 
Abilene.
It is not problematic in itself that 
Cruz is eligible [for president]. In-
stead, the conversation is emblem-
atic of the Republican party’s refusal 
to effectively tackle citizenship.
If voters truly care about fixing im-
migration issues, they need to ask 
the right questions, and they deserve 
candidates committed to real solu-
tions in return.
Just four years ago, 94 percent of 
the voting members of the Academy 
were white, and 77 percent were 
male. Black and Latino members 
made up a combined 4 percent of 
the voters.
With programs such as the Long-
horn Startup Lab, Freshman 
Founders and HackTX, UT is on 
track to become one of the most 
innovative, disruptive universitiv-
ies in the world.
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Oscars: Discrimination by the Numbers
Sources: Slate.com, LA Times, and Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences
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Intensive dissertation writing 
skills class. Email 




wide General Contractor spe-
cializing in retail store interior 
construction and renovation 
seeks applicants for an entry 
level Project Manager. Require-
ments include fundamental 
construction knowledge and 
a minor or above in Construc-
tion Project Management or 
comparable. LEED Certification, 
Bilingual in English/Spanish a 
plus. Relocation to the Hous-
ton/Conroe area and moderate 
travel will be required. Email re-






Hours/Week: 10-15 hours per 
week
Salary: $11.00 per hour
Company Overview:
GrassRoots Media is a multi-
media internet and print media 
company that distributes propri-
etary news, research and politi-
cal analysis to underserved de-
mographic markets.
Duties: 
Candidates shall use a combi-
nation of online and print me-
dia sources to research various 
economic and political policy 
topics and assemble research 
into a standard research docu-
ment template prepared by our 
company. Candidates shall use 
a combination of public librar-
ies, university libraries to ob-
tain photocopies of microfiche 
newspaper articles. Candidates 
shall use a combination of legal 
databases, industry databases 
and SEC corporate filing docu-
ments to compile comprehen-
sive research reports on target-
ed topics.
This is a part-time work-from-
home position and the candi-
date will be allowed to schedule 
their own hours.
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could be a movie that 
mothers could take their 
daughters to.”
Scott said while more 
diversity on the screen 
is apparent, female 
“Star Wars” fans have 
always existed. 
“Mothers have been 
taking their daughters to 
see ‘Star Wars’ for a long 
time,” Scott said. “That’s 
not the shift that’s hap-
pening. There has always 
been a female demo-
graphic that has loved 
these characters, this sto-
ry, this world.”
Radio-television-film 
senior Jessica Buentello 
gained an interest in the 
intergalactic saga at a 
young age. Despite being 
raised by her mom and 
aunt, she still watched all 
the movies and collected 
memorabilia.
“I think [‘Star Wars’] 
falls into the stereotype 
that girls aren’t into ac-
tion films,” Buentello 
said. “I’ve never really 
understood why that’s 
a thing.”
While “The Force 
Awakens” brings a female 
to the forefront unlike 
past episodes, Scott said 
adding more diversity 
in large blockbusters by 
bringing in queer main 
characters or protagonists 
of color is still possible.
“This representation 
doesn’t begin and end 
with women,” Scott said. 
“It seems like the easiest 
and most obvious access 
point of something to 
change, but it’s part of a 
much bigger conversation 
happening right now in 
geek culture.”
STAR WARS
continues from page 8
came to Paris. I wanted an 
international film career.”
To sustain herself, Flores 
worked on short film proj-
ects and took small jobs 
from nannying to bartend-
ing. From Paris, she con-
tinued to apply for the Aus-
tin Film Society grant each 
year, hoping to get enough 
funding to create the film 
that was always in the back 
of her mind.  
“When I returned to Eu-
rope, I kind of tucked [the 
story] in a drawer some-
where,” Flores said. “But of 
course, applying to the film 
grant every year motivated 
me to pull the story out and 
work on another draft.”
After editing the script 
and getting second opin-
ions, Flores flew back to 
Austin and convinced her 
friends to come back to Eu-
rope with her. With their 
support, Flores decided to 
make her film, despite be-
ing denied for the Austin 
Film Society grant.
“Whether I had the grant 
or not, I was going to do it,” 
Flores said. “At that point 
I was like, ‘This is serious. 
[My friends] are coming, 
and I need to take advan-
tage of us working on this 
film [together].’”
Flores said her friend 
Hanna Smith was instru-
mental in assisting her with 
the production process 
even though she couldn’t 
speak French.
“Everyone was really co-
operative with my terrible, 
non-existent French,” Smith 
said. “But we had an excel-
lent team of international 
folks, and that was probably 
the best part.” 
Flores asked Smith to co-
direct, citing her chemistry 
with the actors and her con-
tributions to the storyline.  
“It was our first time 
co-directing,” Smith said. 
“I think my strengths and 
weaknesses really comple-
ment Selen’s, so we make 
a good team. We are ex-
tremely frank with one 
another, and there’s no 
animosity. It’s the best kind 
of collaboration.”
As pre-production was 
coming to a close, Flores 
launched a Kickstarter 
campaign to fund the film. 
She said as friends and 
family contributed to the 
project, she felt like the 
film was finally happening. 
“‘Margot’ just became 
more and more real,” Flores 
said. “It was pretty difficult 
making this film, but I had 
good people around me, 
which made it go a whole 
lot smoother.”
Since wrapping “Mar-
got” at the end of last year, 
Flores now has the time to 
consider ideas for future 
feature-length films. 
“It’s always great to stay 
working,” Flores said. 
“Otherwise, you plateau. 
Even if you learn just one 
thing on a shoot, you keep 
learning, you keep growing 
as a filmmaker. That’s what 
it’s about.”
Courtesy of “Margot”
UT alumna Selen Flores wrote and co-directed short film “Margot” about a group of teens who 
lose their friend Margot after a night of clubbing in Paris. 
MARGOT
continues from page 8
focus on the mechanics of 
the brain rather than the 
interactions between neu-
rons. Optogenetics rem-
edies this problem because 
light does not destroy the 
living tissues of the brain. 
In order to perform op-
togenetics on animals, 
scientists insert a light-
responsive protein into the 
specific region of the brain 
they want to study. This 
protein is never naturally 
found in the brain — sci-
entists harvest it from the 
eye, according to a study 
in the journal of Nature 
Methods. Since light only 
activates the region with 
the inserted protein, re-
searchers can experiment 
with a certain area of the 
brain by pulsing light at 
different frequencies.  
For example, by using 
optogenetics, scientists 
have determined the per-
ception of taste depends 
on the innate wiring of the 
brain, not experience. So, 
when a beverage seems too 
bitter at first, drinking it 
more often will not sweet-
en the taste.
However, like any other 
scientific technique, the 
value of using optogenet-
ics for a research study de-
pends on the desired out-
come of the experiment. 
Zemelman said optogenet-
ics would not be the op-
timal method of study in 
certain situations. For ex-
ample, since light is instan-
taneous, researchers may 
prefer other methods when 
they want a longer-lasting 
effect on the brain. If sci-
entists wanted to study 
a region deep within the 
brain that light can’t reach, 
they would need to use a 
different technique. 
Nonetheless, as Zemel-
man pointed out, optoge-
netics is another tool scien-
tists can use to unravel the 
enigmas intertwined in the 
circuitry of the brain.  
“We want to know spe-
cific stuff about cells in the 
brain while it’s intact, and 
light happens to be a con-
venient way to do that … 
but light is not the big sto-
ry,” Zemelman said. “The 
big story is the brain.”
BRAIN
continues from page 8
MULTIMEDIA
Looking to shed some 
more light on optogenet-
ics? For an animated 
explanation, check out 
our first Science Scene 
video of the year at 
dailytexanonline.com.
of Limbs, to manage the 
release. Until then, the 
only new music from the 
group is their discarded 
Bond theme song “Spec-
tre,” which lead singer 
Thom Yorke released 
via his Twitter account 
on Christmas.
Run the Jewels 3
Run the Jewels 
Release Date: TBA
Producer/rapper El-P 
and rapper Killer Mike 
joined forces for Mike’s 
fifth studio album, R.A.P. 
Music, in 2012 and haven’t 
stopped working together 
since. Under the moniker 
Run the Jewels, the duo’s 
first two albums refused 
to compromise, combin-
ing dynamic beats with 
hard-hitting lyrics that 
range from the intensely 
vulgar to socially con-
scious in the same song. 
With support from every-
one from Kendrick Lamar 
to Bernie Sanders, the 
group has confirmed they 
have started work on their 
third studio album, and 
fans can hardly wait.
ALBUMS
continues from page 8
Courtesy of Getty Images
Although Frank Ocean’s second album, Boys Don’t Cry, is 
more than eight months overdue, fans are still clamoring 
for new material from the singer.
half. Texas shot 40 percent 
from 3-point range for the 
game and improved its free-
throw percentage to 60 percent 
by the final buzzer.
A one-handed, alley-oop 
dunk from senior center 
Prince Ibeh put the Longhorns 
up with 9:16 left to play.
But then, West Virginia 
woke up.
The Mountaineers ripped 
off a 7-0 run to tie the game 
at 42 with 6:13 left to play, but 
the Longhorns responded in a 
big way. A dunk from junior 
forward Shaquille Cleare and 
a 3-pointer from senior for-
ward Connor Lammert put 
Texas up 47-42.
The Mountaineers still 
hung around, down just 
47-45 with 2:45 left to play, 
but senior guard Javan Felix 
helped bring the Longhorns 
home. Felix scored Texas’ fi-
nal nine points of the game 
and helped the Longhorns 
outscore West Virginia 9-4 in 
the last three minutes.
Felix’s biggest moment 
came with 1:28 left, when he 
hit a deep 3-pointer to put 
Texas up 54-47 — proving to 
be the final dagger. He was the 
only Texas player in double-
figures with 17 points for the 
game, making up for junior 
guard Isaiah Taylor’s off night. 
The reigning Big 12 Player 
of the Week scored just two 
points and was 0-of-8 from 
the field. The Longhorns also 
struggled with foul trouble 
— Cleare, Lammert and Ibeh 
each finished with four fouls.
The Longhorns may have 
been outrebounded 49-33, but 
they held West Virginia to 31.1 
percent shooting and 14.3 per-
cent from 3-point range.
The Longhorns conclude 
their tough week with a anoth-
er road game against another 
ranked Big 12 team. Texas 
travels to Lawrence to play No. 
3 Kansas on Saturday at 1 p.m.
When the Longhorns line 
up for the spring game this 
summer, fans will likely see 
yet another new look to the 
Texas offense.
Less than a week after fin-
ishing the season with a win 
over No. 12 Baylor, head 
coach Charlie Strong hired 
Tulsa’s Sterlin Gilbert to take 
over as offensive coordinator 
and quarterbacks coach. 
Gilbert served as the co-
offensive coordinator for 
the Golden Hurricanes with 
Matt Mattox, who will also 
be joining the Longhorn 
staff as the offensive line 
coach and run game coor-
dinator. Their arrival left 
former quarterbacks coach 
Shawn Watson and offen-
sive line coach Joe Wick-
line looking for other jobs.
Last season, Gilbert’s of-
fense earned 507 yards per 
game, good for 13th best in 
the nation. Tulsa also finished 
No. 11 in passing and No. 21 
in scoring. In comparison, 
Texas finished No. 100 in to-
tal offense, No. 122 in passing 
and No. 82 in scoring.
“We did a lot of research 
on both of them, and we 
know they will be the right 
fit for our staff,” Strong 
said in December. “I re-
ally feel we have two qual-
ity coaches who work well 
together, and they’ll do an 
outstanding job.”
Gilbert will have a mul-
titude of options with the 
offense, especially in the 
running game.
Sophomore D’Onta Fore-
man and freshman Chris War-
ren III will both be returning 
at running back for the Long-
horns. Foreman averaged a 
team-high 7.2 yards per carry 
last season while Warren had a 
breakout performance against 
Texas Tech with 276 yards 
and four touchdowns, break-
ing the school’s freshman 
rushing record.
The quarterback position 
will be a different story. Tex-
as will have five quarterbacks 
on campus this spring. Red-
shirt freshman Jerrod Heard 
leads the group, returning 
to Austin with junior Ty-
rone Swoopes and freshman 
Kai Locksley. Highly touted 
prospect Shane Buechele has 
enrolled at the University to 
participate in spring practice, 
and freshman quarterback 
Matthew Merrick will also 
be available.
Texas heads into the final 
weeks before National Sign-
ing Day with momentum 
on the recruiting trail. Last 
season illustrated the impact 
young players can have, and 
the Longhorns have already 
received commitments from 
five four-star recruits and 
nine three-star recruits.
At quarterback, Texas 
earned a commitment from 
Buechele, the No. 2 dual-
threat prospect per 247Sports. 
The Longhorns also picked up 
a commitment from four-star 
offensive tackle Jean Delance, 
who brings promise to a unit 
that struggled desperately 
last year. 
On defense, the commit-
ment of three-star defen-
sive end Andrew Fitzgerald 
should help the Longhorns, 
who recorded 37 sacks last 
year and looked unable to 
pressure the passer through-
out the year. Texas still hopes 
to land Jeffrey McCulloch, 
the No. 4 OLB, and Brandon 
Jones, the No. 1 safety in the 
nation, per 247Sports. 
While the offense won’t 
be perfect for the spring 
game, Gilbert said he ex-
pects his players to be pro-
gressing toward the start of 
the 2016 season.
“When we start, there’s al-
ways a base, and it’s always 
where we are trying to go,” 
Gilbert said. “So it’s steady 
progression, always progress 
never regress.”
The spring sports season fea-
tures a busy schedule with key 
matchups for basketball, base-
ball and track and field. Here 
are some of the top events you’ll 
need to mark on your calendar.
Baseball at Texas A&M — 
March 15
This spring break showdown 
would be huge regardless of the 
sport. Since the Aggies bolted 
for the SEC, matchups with 
Texas A&M have been few 
and far between. The last time 
these two teams matched up 
in baseball was in 2014 when 
Texas took two of three games 
in the Houston Regional of 
the NCAA tournament. This 
year’s battle won’t carry the 
same weight, but it could be a 
preview of things to come later 
in the season. The Longhorns 
enter this season ranked No. 23 
in the nation, while the Aggies 
begin at No. 4.
Men’s Basketball vs. Kansas 
— Feb. 29
The Longhorns have had 
their share of tough matchups 
this season, including upset 
wins over then-No. 2 North 
Carolina and No. 19 Iowa 
State, but the late season home 
matchup against Kansas might 
be the biggest challenge yet. 
The Jayhawks have won ev-
ery Big 12 regular season title 
since 2002, but the Longhorns 
have traditionally played them 
tough in Austin. Fortunately 
for Texas, senior center Camer-
on Ridley could be healed from 
his broken foot by that time, 
which could provide a huge 
boost for Texas’ upset chances. 
Texas Relays — March 25–28
Austinites will get their 
chance to see some of the 
best track and field athletes 
at the 89th Texas Relays in 
late March. High school, col-
legiate and professional ath-
letes will showcase their tal-
ents over the course of four 
days at Mike A. Meyers Sta-
dium. The men’s team — fea-
turing nine-time All-Amer-
ican thrower junior Ryan 
Crouser — is ranked No. 2 
in the preseason indoor track 
and field polls, while the No. 
3 women should be rounding 
into midseason form.
Women’s Basketball at Bay-
lor — Feb. 29
The Longhorns had a chance 
to end its recent woes against 
Baylor last Sunday. A double-
double by senior center Imani 
Boyette and a 16-point perfor-
mance by sophomore guard 
Brooke McCarthy were not 
enough to prevent Texas from 
a 80-67 blowout at the hands 
of the Bears for its first loss of 
the season. Texas’ chance at 
redemption will come in the 
last game of the regular sea-
son. Texas hasn’t won in the 
Farrell Center since 2010, but 
a win could set the tone for 
postseason play.
Softball vs. Arkansas — 
Feb. 11
The Longhorns open the 
2016 season with a noncon-
ference match for the first 
time in three years as they 
take on Arkansas. The game 
will be the first chance for 
freshman outfielder Reagan 
Hathaway to make her case 
for a spot on the U.S. national 
team in front of NCAA com-
petition. Sophomore pitcher 
Erica Wright will hope to help 
the Longhorns rebound from 
a third place finish in the Los 
Angeles Regional last year.
No. 6 Texas found itself 
in a familiar situation trail-
ing TCU by five points at 
halftime just three days af-
ter suffering its first loss of 
the season.
The Longhorns commit-
ted 11 turnovers and shot 
just 41.9 percent from the 
field in the first 20 minutes 
of the game.
But unlike Sunday’s con-
test, the Longhorns found 
a way back into the game. 
Texas rode a 14-10 third 
quarter to close the gap to 
one and then hit five of its 
last seven shots to come out 
of Fort Worth with a 65-58 
Wednesday night.
Unlike previous games, 
the Longhorns (17-1, 6-1 
Big 12) got off to a slow 
start. Texas led 4-3 with 
6:47 left in the first quar-
ter; the team wouldn’t 
lead again until midway 
through the fourth quar-
ter. Meanwhile, TCU 
went on a 27-15 win to 
take a 30-19 lead with 
three minutes to go in the 
second quarter.
After the Longhorns 
closed the third quarter down 
by one, sophomore guard 
Brooke McCarty tied the 
game at 52 with a 3-pointer. 
Junior guard Brianna Tay-
lor followed that with a free 
throw with 5:08 remaining to 
put Texas up 53-52.
The teams traded bas-
kets until McCarty hit her 
third three of the game 
to give Texas a 58-54 
lead. TCU’s sophomore 
guard Toree Thompson 
answered a Celina Ro-
drigo free throw with 
a 3-pointer to pull the 
Horned Frogs to within 
two, but that’s as close as 
TCU would get for the re-
mainder of the game. The 
Longhorns sealed the deal 
with a 6-1 run.
Senior center Imani 
Boyette led all scorers 
with 19 points and 10 re-
bounds. McCarty added 11 
points, while fellow soph-
omore guard Ariel Atkins 
chipped in a season-high 
13 points off the bench.
Senior guard Zahna Med-
ley and sophomore guard 
AJ Alix led TCU with 12 
points apiece.
As a team, Texas shot 
42 percent from the field, 
while holding TCU to 37 
percent field goal shoot-
ing. Texas shot 12-of-20 
from the free throw line, 
but made four-of-six in the 
final two minutes.
Texas also had 18 assists, 
14 steals, 16 turnovers and 
nine blocks.
The Longhorns return 
home to face No. 19 Okla-
homa (13-4, 4-2 Big 12) on 
Saturday at 11 a.m.
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route to winning 
Super Bowl MVP. 
Longhorns begin 
season third in Big 12
Texas’ softball team 
claimed the third place 
spot in the Big 12 Wednes-
day after the release of the 
Big 12 preseason coaches’ 
poll. Falling behind reign-
ing conference champion 
Oklahoma and Baylor, 
the Longhorns were se-
lected to a top-three spot 
in the Big 12 for the sixth 
consecutive year. Texas 
received zero first place 
votes, with Oklahoma 
receiving five and Baylor 
receiving two.
The Longhorns fin-
ished the 2015 season at 
38-17, good for third in 
the Big 12. A loss to San 
Diego State in the NCAA 
Regionals knocked Texas 
out of championship con-
tention in mid-May.
The 2016 roster will 
look quite similar to 
the team that took the 
field last season. Texas 
returns eight of its nine 
positional starters, most 
notably senior outfield-
er Lindsey Stephens 
and senior catcher Erin 
Shireman. Both players 
hit for over a .300 aver-
age in 2015, while com-
piling 15 and 10 home 
runs, respectively.
Regular season play for 
the Longhorns will begin 
on Feb. 11 as they take 
on Arkansas in the Texas 
Classic in Austin. Con-
ference play starts in late 
March as Texas takes on 




Texas to revamp offense in offseason 
By Samuel Williams
@smwilliams27
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deficit, defeat Horned Frogs
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nine games in 
2015, averaging 
over seven yards 
per carry while 
racking up five 
touchdowns. 
BASKETBALL
continues from page 1
Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
Senior center Imani Boyette shoots the ball. Boyette has been the anchor of the Long-
horns defense in 2015–16, averaging over three blocks and ten rebounds per game.
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Although 2015 was a 
m ore - t h an - e xc e pt i on a l 
year in terms of variety and 
quantity of music releases, 
it also quickly became the 
year of delayed releases. 
Artists such as Drake, Ri-
hanna and Kanye West all 
teased and, at least in Ri-
hanna’s case, announced re-
leases for the year but didn’t 
deliver on their promises. 
With the abundance of 
pushed-back release dates, 
2016 is shaping up to be a 
year with an impressive re-
lease schedule. 
Boys Don’t Cry 
Frank Ocean
Release Date: TBA
It’s been three and a half 
years since Frank Ocean 
released his breakout debut 
album Channel Orange, and 
since then it seems like he’s 
been nowhere closer to re-
leasing his follow-up. Last 
April, the Internet went 
into a frenzy when Ocean 
announced the name of his 
sophomore release, Boys 
Don’t Cry, via Tumblr, giv-
ing the album a July release 
date, but the month passed 
without a peep. Over half 
a year later, the only news 
concerning Ocean has been 
a one-note tease of “White 
Ferrari” via A-Trak and 
Vampire Weekend’s Rostam 
Batmanglij. With rumors 
of collaboration after col-
laboration swarming, fans 
might feel strung out, but 
if Ocean can recreate or 
maybe even improve on his 
style from Channel Orange, 
it’ll be worth the wait.
SWISH
Kanye West
Release Date: Feb. 11
After announcing his 
seventh studio album, for-
merly called So Help Me 
God but now titled SWISH, 
Kanye West previewed two 
of the album’s supposed sin-
gles, “Wolves” and “Fade,” 
worked extensively on his 
Yeezy Season fashion line 
and fathered his first son in 
the past nine months. Dedi-
cated to releasing SWISH, 
West has hunkered down in 
the past few weeks, restart-
ing his G.O.O.D. Fridays se-
ries with “Real Friends” and 
“No More Parties in L.A.,” 
two different but equally 
exciting tracks. At this 
point, it’s anyone’s guess as 
to what SWISH will sound 
like, but come Feb. 11, West 
has promised an album fans 
certainly won’t forget.
Views From the 6
Drake
Release Date: TBA
Announced in 2014, 
Views From the 6 could 
become Drake’s magnum 
opus. Rap fans have hotly 
debated whether Drake has 
a classic album in him, but 
from his mixtape If You’re 
Reading This It’s Too Late 
to the singles that accom-
panied his feud with Meek 
Mill and the chart-topping 
“Hotline Bling,” Drake 
has proven he has what it 
takes to captivate the mu-
sic world. Producer Noah 
“40” Shebib has promised 
he won’t become distracted 
until Views From the 6 is 
done, which means it’s only 





Very little is known about 
Radiohead’s upcoming al-
bum release. It’s been ru-
mored the band members 
were back in the studio to-
gether last year, but Jonny 
Greenwood confirmed in 
a Russian radio interview 
that a new album has been 
in the works for months. 
The group set up a com-
pany called Dawn Chorus 
LLP, a similar tactic they 
used with previous releas-
es including 2011’s King 
8 L&A
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RTF professor talks passion for ‘Star Wars’ 
When radio-television-
film assistant professor Su-
zanne Scott got married, 
she cut her Battle of Hoth-
themed wedding cake with 
a knife shaped like a light-
saber. One year at Comic-
Con, she dressed up as a 
deleted scenes version of 
Luke Skywalker. Ever since 
she saw her first “Star Wars” 
film in theaters as a young 
girl, she’s been hooked.   
“It’s never been a ‘boy’s 
thing’ to me,” Scott said. “I 
never treated it as such. I 
would play epic “Star Wars” 
battles with both male 
and female friends when I 
was young.”
Since her days recreating 
the galaxy far, far away as a 
child, Scott has incorporat-
ed her love of “Star Wars” 
into her career, research-
ing fan culture and teach-
ing film courses that draw 
on the popular franchise. 
With a female protagonist 
in the newest film, “Star 
Wars: The Force Awakens,” 
Scott said fans are prop-
erly celebrating the added 
diversity. While the “Star 
Wars” series has always 
had strong female charac-
ters such as Princess Leia, 
Scott said they were often 
relegated to a love interest 
position, unlike the new fe-
male lead, Rey.
“I think there was a 
frustration, and I think 
there is a frustration gen-
erally, with these kind of 
big blockbuster franchises 
that there’s a tendency to 
place men at the center,” 
Scott said. “If women are 
there, they tend to assist or 
sort of make that particu-
lar male character work 
instead of having stories of 
their own.”
Much of the merchan-
dise released based on the 
film, though, left out the 
new female star. When 
Hasbro released a “Star 
Wars”-themed Monopoly 
game, the toy company did 
not include a Rey charac-
ter, and packages of char-
acter action figures also 
omitted the woman pro-
tagonist. Fans of the series 
turned to social media, us-
ing the hashtag “#Wheres-
Rey” to draw attention to 
the missing piece.
“You’ll get multiple char-
acters and Stormtroopers 
and no Rey,” Scott said. 
“That suggests that there is 
a presumption among toy 
manufacturers that their 
audience for these toys is 
predominantly boys, and 
that boys overwhelmingly 
will actively refuse to pur-
chase something that even 
includes a female char-
acter, even if she’s one 
of eight.”
Before the movie’s re-
lease in December 2015, 
director J.J. Abrams told 
the press one of his goals 
was to make the film more 
appealing to female audi-
ences. In an interview with 
“Good Morning America,” 
he said, “‘Star Wars’ was 
always a boys’ thing,” and 
he “was really hoping this 
By Marisa Charpentier
@marisacharp21
Mike McGraw | Daily Texan Staff
Suzanne Scott, radio-television-film assistant professor, has been a life-long “Star Wars” fan. In her academic work, Scott researches fan culture and teaches 
classes which incorporate the film series.
ALUMNI MUSIC
Delayed albums to be 
released later this year
By Chris Duncan
@chr_dunc
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UT alumna finishes short film ‘Margot’
From her Parisian hostel 
window, UT alumna Selen 
Flores overheard a group 
discussing their miss-
ing friend Margot. With-
out knowing how their 
story ended, Flores imag-
ined her own version and 
turned the project into 
her short film, “Margot.” 
In her mind, the friends 
were a group of American 
students spending their 
last night in Paris at a 
club until they realize the 
youngest group member, 
Margot, had gone missing. 
Flores began working on 
the film after graduating 
in 2013, drafting a script 
inspired by the various 
films she saw when trav-
eling across Europe as 
a student. 
“I think every city that I 
went to, I watched a local 
film in the respective lan-
guage,” Flores said. “I just 
fell in love with the French 
New Wave, and European 
cinema in general made 
me appreciate film when 
I was [writing] the story.”
Soon after she began 
her work, Flores dropped 
everything and flew to 
Paris to continue working 
on drafts for “Margot.” 
Flores said Austin harbors 
a strong collaborative film 
scene, but her love for Eu-
ropean cinema drove her 
to move across the world.
“I told myself I couldn’t 
stay in Austin,” Flores 
said. “I can’t go to LA. I 
can’t go to New York, so I 
By Cameron Osmond
@thedailytexan
Science Scene: Light mechanics manipulate brain
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Students might wonder 
what’s going on in their 
heads when they can’t stop 
watching Netflix, or how 
their minds relay the bal-
ance between bitter and 
sweet in their favorite bev-
erage. Optogenetics can 
illuminate the answers to 
some of these brain-relat-
ed questions. 
In this relatively new 
method, scientists manip-
ulate light to control cer-
tain regions of the brain. 
As part of the BRAIN Ini-
tiative launched by Presi-
dent Obama, UT-Austin 
received grants worth $4 
million to advance tech-
niques, including opto-
genetics, for studying the 
activity of neurons. Boris 
Zemelman, a UT professor 
in the department of neu-
roscience, received a por-
tion of the overall grant to 
pursue his research. 
Zemelman, who had 
developed the earlier ap-
proaches for optogenetics 
over a decade ago, said one 
of the many advantages 
behind this technique is 
the focus on how neurons 
interact, rather than just 
the brain’s anatomy.  
“Once you take the 
brain apart, however you 
do it, all of the functions 
disappear. … You can 
poke at it and map it, but 
it’s really just a bundle of 
wires,” Zemelman said. 
“And you haven’t learned 
about the brain yet.”
With previous meth-
ods, scientists usually had 
to pick apart a dead brain 
to study it. This approach 
forced researchers to 
By Laura Zhang
@lzeeee126
Illustration by Albert Lee | Daily Texan Staff
Even if you learn just one thing 
on a shoot, you keep learning, 
you keep growing as a filmmaker. 
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